A study of estrogen and progesterone receptors in spider telangiectasias of the lower extremities.
There is an association of some vascular tumors with estrogen receptors and an association of vascular telangiectasias with high levels of circulating estrogen. Because of this, a study of patients with lower extremity starburst telangiectasias and predisposing factors associated with hyperestrogenemic and hyperprogesteronemic states was undertaken in order to look for estrogen and progesterone receptors in biopsy specimens of lower extremity telangiectasias noted to arise in this setting. Contrary to expected results, using immunocytochemical techniques, no patient in this study was found to have estrogen or progesterone receptors present in their lower extremity telangiectasias. Possible explanations for these results are discussed.